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allied troops. A French commission was appointed to aid in organ­
izing and training the Greek army for active participation in the 
war. 

THE WAR IN MESOPOTAMIA AND ASIA, 1917. 

A British army corps continued its advance up the Tigris with 
Bagdad as an immediate objective. The Turks were compelled to 
abandon Kut on February 24 and were hotly pursued by the British 
and Indian cavalry who took many prisoners and guns. A great 
quantity of materials shipped from Germany for the construction 
of the Bagdad railway was also taken. General F. S. Maude, who 
had taken command of the British force in succession to Sir Percy 
Lake, advanced up the river with great rapidity, defeating the Turks 
in several rear-guard actions. Bagdad was taken on March 11, with 
the greater part of the Turkish artillery. At the same time a Russian 
force advanced westward through Persia to co-operate. The eight­
eenth Turkish corps was defeated by General Maude and the end of 
the railway line was occupied on April 23. Hot weather then made 
further operations almost impracticable. A division of Australian 
troops advancing from the Sinai peninsula entered Palestine early 
in March, and on April 22, had arrived in front of a strong Turkish 
position covering Gaza, where they remained stationary for the 
next two months. In the beginning of July General Sir E. H. 
Allenby took command of this force. Turkish cavalry were defeated 
near Beersheba on July 19. That place was not captured until the 
end of October when operations were renewed with great vigour. 
The Turkish position at Gaza was turned by cavalry on the night of 
November 7, and the British army advanced in two columns, one 
following the coast line of the Mediterranean, the other moving 
forward from Beersheba. Joppa was taken by the Australians on 
November 17. A Turkish position within five miles of Jerusalem 
was carried by assault three days later. The city was gradually 
invested and compelled to surrender on December 9. The moral 
effect of these operations upon the Mohammedan population was very 
great, and all danger of an attack upon the Suez canal was effectually 
removed. 

THE WAR IN GERMAN EAST AFRICA, 1917. 

A division of Indian troops landed in German East Africa on 
June 10, and took part in the operations in that colony during the 
remainder of the year. Early in December General Vandeventer 
commanding the British troops reported that the conquest of the 
colony was complete, the remnant of the German forces, having 
retreated into the adjacent Portuguese territory, where he was 
making active preparations to pursue. 

NAVAL WARFARE, 1917. 

The German High Seas Fleet remained at anchor under the 
protection of their strong defensive works at the Kiel canal. The few 
naval actions which took place occurred between light vessels engaged 
in patrolling or making raids. German submarines showed increased 
activity and did great damage. The policy of unrestricted submar-
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